Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday, March 11, 2014
East Hampton Town Hall Meeting Room
Minutes

Present:  Vice Chairman Kevin Reich, Council Members Patience Anderson, Ted Hintz, Jr., George Pfaffenbach, Mark Philhower and Philip Visintainer and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco.
Not Present:  Chairperson Barbara Moore

Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance

Vice Chairman Reich called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the East Hampton Town Hall Meeting Room. 

Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to adopt the agenda as written.  Voted (6-0)
Approval of Minutes  
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Special Meeting of February 25, 2014 and the Regular Meeting of February 25, 2014 as written.  Voted (6-0)
Public Remarks
Sam Oliva, 45 East High Street, commented on the Route 66/196 project and the concerns he has raised regarding a sidewalk. He has spoken with DOT and requested that the town contact DOT to set up a meeting.
Mark Laraia, 21 Brookhill Drive, invited the Council members to attend the East Hampton High School Cabaret Night on Friday, March 21st and the High School Drama Club production of Grease on April 4th and 5th.
Ann McLaughlin, 85 North Main Street, announced a Welcome Home Veterans ceremony on Sunday, March 30, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. in the Village Center. She asked that Council members that are planning on attending let her know so the members can be acknowledged during the ceremony.
Chris Goff, 10 Cone Road, Board of Education member, requested on behalf of the Board of Education that a member of the Board of Education be a member on the Town Facility Committee.  He also noted that if any changes are proposed for a school the request must be submitted to the State before anything is done.
Sean Cox, Police Chief, read a joint press release from the East Hampton Police Department and the Connecticut State Police regarding a raid on an apartment at 97 Main Street.  He also commented on the public safety account and hoped to preserve those funds and utilize other avenues for the fire tanker truck.
Presentations
Good Samaritan Presentation
Mr. Reich read a proclamation for Corri Noble, which will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s office, for her actions as a Good Samaritan. Ms. Noble was presented with the proclamation and flowers for her actions going above and beyond for a citizen in need and being named the town’s first Good Samaritan.
Bids & Contracts 
None
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations 
Resolution for Fire Tanker Truck
Mr. Reich read the resolution as presented by the Board of Finance as follows:

Resolved, that the Town Council appropriate TWO HUNDRED FIFTY ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($251,000) for costs in connection with the acquisition of a fire tanker truck and related equipment for use by the East Hampton Volunteer Fire Department. The appropriation shall be funded from unassigned General Fund balance ($251,000) and the total amount shall be transferred to the Capital Initiatives Fund. The appropriation may be spent for acquisition costs, equipment, and other expenses related to the project. Upon completion of the project, unexpended funds shall be returned to the General Fund.

Further resolved, that the Town Council hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Town Council to call a Special Town Meeting to be held on Monday, March 24, 2014 at the East Hampton Middle School Library/Media Center, 19 Childs Road, East Hampton CT, at 7:00 p.m., to act upon the foregoing recommendations.

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to approve the following resolution:
Resolved, that the Town Council appropriate TWO HUNDRED FIFTY ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($251,000) for costs in connection with the acquisition of a fire tanker truck and related equipment for use by the East Hampton Volunteer Fire Department. The appropriation shall be funded from the Public Safety Special Revenue Fund ($120,715) and from unassigned General Fund balance ($130,285) and the total amount shall be transferred to the Capital Initiatives Fund. The appropriation may be spent for acquisition costs, equipment, and other expenses related to the project. Upon completion of the project, unexpended funds shall be returned to the General Fund.

Further resolved, that the Town Council hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Town Council to call a Special Town Meeting to be held on Monday, March 24th , 2014 at the East Hampton Middle School Library/Media Center, 19 Childs Road, East Hampton CT, at 7:00 p.m., to act upon the foregoing recommendations.

Voted (2-4) Mr. Hintz and Mr. Philhower in favor; Mr. Reich, Mrs. Anderson, Mr. Visintainer and Mr. Pfaffenbach against.
Prior to the vote, the Council discussed the vote at the February 25th Council meeting, the prior Board of Finance meetings, the Council member’s thoughts on where the funds should come from for the tanker truck, the process, recommendations and resolutions from Board of Finance and the possibility of having the process reviewed by the Town Attorney.
A motion was made by Mr. Visintainer, seconded by Mr. Pfaffenbach, to adopt the resolution as presented by the Board of Finance and read by Mr. Reich, pending the decision on the matter from the Town Attorney.  Voted (4-2).  Mr. Reich, Mrs. Anderson, Mr. Visintainer and Mr. Pfaffenbach in favor; Mr. Hintz and Mr. Philhower against.
Resolution for Christopher Brook Right of Way
A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mr. Hintz, to adopt the resolution authorizing the Town Manager to sign the Agreement between the State of Connecticut and the Town of East Hampton for Rights of Way Activities in Conjunction with Urban Systems Improvements Related to the Replacement of the Christopher Brook Culvert Under North Main Street.  Voted (6-0) 
Resolution for Town Facilities Building Committee/Membership

The Council reviewed a revised draft of the Town Facilities Building Committee Resolution. It was brought up during public comment that the Board of Education would like a member on the committee.  Changes to the resolution included changing the total number of members from 7 to 9, adding a member of the Board of Education, changing the members of the public to 5 and adding wording that would keep the appointed members until the end of project even if they are no longer on their original board.  The revised resolution will be reviewed at the next meeting.
Continued Business 
Organizational Evaluation
The Council reviewed the final report from DIJacobs for the organizational evaluation.  The item will be discussed further at the next meeting for a possible vote.
Executive Summary for Police SOP
Police Chief Sean Cox reviewed the executive summary for the Police department standard operating procedures.  A highlighted version showing items that Council can give input into will be provided prior to the next meeting.
Date for Clergy Luncheon
Mr. Reich reported that the tentative date for the clergy luncheon will be April 30th.  This will provide an opportunity to discuss interests and concerns that the town has and to share insight into issues, as well as to acknowledge their work in the community.  The location for the luncheon is still to be determined.
Joint Meeting with Board of Fire Commissioners Regarding JLN Report - April
A joint meeting will be scheduled in May with the Council, Board of Fire Commissioners, Fire Department and JLN Associates to review the final report from JLN.
New Business 

Review of Sidewalk Ordinance
The Council reviewed the current sidewalk ordinance.  If the town crew stopped plowing the sidewalks near private property they would still need to clear sidewalks in front of town property.  This would still require equipment to be purchased.  The subject of a village tax was brought up.  It was the consensus of the Council to make no changes to the sidewalk ordinance at this time.
Town Meeting Moderator Update
The moderator for the Town Meeting on March 24th will be Red McKinney.
Town Manager Report 

Update on State Budget
Mr. Maniscalco reported that at this point the State budget is remaining flat but he is watching it closely.
Water Task Force Membership
The membership of the Water Task Force will be determined by the Appointments Sub-Committee.
STEAP Grant Application Update
Mr. Maniscalco is looking into hiring a grant writer for the STEAP grant application.
2014-15 Budget Schedule

A copy of the budget calendar was provided for Council members.
Priorities & Objectives Update

An update on the Priorities and Objectives was provided as well as a copy of the Facility Report and the Village Center Maintenance Plan.
Update on Salt

Public Works is at full capacity for road salt.
Other

Mr. Maniscalco provided examples of Town Council by-laws from other communities for the sub-committee members.
Town Council Liaison Reports
Mr. Visintainer attended the Fire Commission meeting.  They are actively working on reviewing the JLN report.
Appointments
None
Tax Refunds
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to approve tax refunds in the amount of $941.13.  Voted (6-0) 

Public Remarks 

Greg Voelker, 18 Michael Drive and Fire Chief, thanked the Council for supporting the fire truck.
Ted Barber, 50 Mott Hill Road, commented on pothole issues in various areas, a catch basin issue near White Birch Road, a drain pipe issue on Staeth Road and asked about the Board of Education budget.
Communications, Correspondence & Announcements
None
Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  Voted (6-0)
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Secretary
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